
Impact 
 

The idea of a newsletter focusing on 
impact came to me at a conference 
where the word impact was used fre-
quently.  I started to wonder, do the 
residents of our community really un-
derstand the impact that they make to 
others.   Our staff has the opportunity 
to see and hear of the impact that our 
volunteers and donors make in lives.  
   
Impact:  To collide with; to strike force-
fully.  No greater word can be used 
when it comes to working with people 
in any capacity, but in the human ser-
vice industry it is up close and very 
personal.  It often seems that economic 
importance is placed on production of 
“things" and not on the development of 
people.  The mission of SCCS is to im-
prove the quality of life by helping to 
fill gaps in socialization, basic needs, 
and education,  and the provision of  
tools to help with the need. 
 
There is great impact on the board of 
directors and for myself with the addi-
tion of three new staff members since 
June.  There is new enthusiasm, energy 
and outlook for the agency with the 
addition of the new staff who work so 
well together.  This team brainstorms, 
collaborates, helps each other, laughs 
and enjoys their jobs.  We all want to 
make this community center/human 
services agency a place to fit the needs 
of all community members. 
 
How you make an impact through our 
agency: 
1: Volunteering!  Our small staff  cant 
always pack the emergency food (as we 

are seeing anywhere from 10 to 25 
families each week.  (See our volunteer 
needs on page ) 
2.Bring in your “get one free” grocery 
items for the pantry. 
3. Adopt an SCCS program—sponsor a 
person with adult disabilities, a 
monthly food order for a family, a holi-
day program….. 
4. Transport a food order to a family 

with no vehicle.   
 
We can all make an impact one way or 
another.  Consider asking someone 
who is shut in  if they need something 
next time you are out.  Mow your 
neighbors lawn,  help in the community 
garden, or mentor a child.   
 
We appreciate the impact you all make 
to your community . 
                                               Jan 
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the backpack party for the kids.  
It means so much to be able to 

go back to school with the things 
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August 15, 2011!  

News for South  County Clients 

4th Annual Back to 
School Party!  

 

Its time once again for our Back to School 

Party on Saturday, August 20 at the Lake-

land Reformed Church!  

The program starts at 11:00 a.m. and goes 

until 12:30 p.m. Lunch will be served be-

tween 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  

You must be registered by August 15th  to 

attend this event.  

Children will receive free school supplies, 

hair cuts, immunizations, Payless Shoe Gift 

cards for $10.00 per child and lunch!   

Please bring your completed form and the 

required documentation to the South 

County Community Services office inside 

the Vicksburg Community Center, 101 S. 

Main St., Vicksburg.  

To register you will need the following docu-

mentation:  

Proof of address;  

(drivers license, current month bill, etc.),  

Proof of income;  

(Bridge Cards, check stubs, etc.) and  

Proof of household members;  

(Bridge Cards, Medicaid Cards, Birth Cer-

tificates, School Letters with child/

children's names, etc.)  

 

ALL CHILDREN MUST BE AC-

COMPANIED BY AN ADULT AT 

THIS EVENT!  

 

Call 649 -2901 if you have questions.  

Remember, the registration deadline is  

A Reminder for Pantry Clients  
 
 

When you are in need of Pantry Services, please call Loaves & Fishes at (269) 343-3663 the day of to schedule an appointment for  

our food pantry. The pantry is open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 12:30ð3:00 PM. Thank you for your  

cooperation! 

New South County Community Services Adopt a Program Partners   

Donation of school supplies impact 

self-esteem and the chances for 

educational success. 

The program committee of South County Community 

Services is putting together a  new way to help fund pro-

grams in a more personal way.  Adopt a program is a 

way for you to make sure that our program and service-

participants  are able to continue with the quality of pro-

grams which we have always provided.  Its no secret that 

funding continues to be in jeopardyðeven with the sup-

port of this caring community.   

While we continue to work to make this new idea work 

well, the beginning stages look like this: 

Each individual Person with Adult Disability program 

member is an expense to the agency in this fashion, 

$48.00 per month for transportation of which they pay 

$12.00, the cost to provide a nutritious lunch is $12.00 

per month, educational materials/field trips/etc  are ap-

proximately $4.00 per month.  Therefore the cost to sup-

port a participant for one month would cost roughly 

$52.00, for one year the cost would be $624.00.  Some of 

our program participants do not ride the Care-a-Van 

which would make the cost $16.00 per month and 

$192.00 per year.   

Please consider donating to this initiative while we con-

tinue to make this an affordable, working program for 

everyone.  Contact us for further information. 



Page 3 The Sampler 

South County News & Events 

 

 

 
Cross a seeing eye dog, a police officer and teacher and what do 

you get?  Heroes of course!  The topic of how to become a hero 
was the topic of this yearôs summer recreation 2011 and it was a 

huge hit with the kids who attended in Schoolcraft, Vicksburg, Ful-
ton and Scotts.   

The first week Teachers Sara and Kelly discussed what kind of dif-

ferent heroes touch down on peopleôs lives.  From police officers to 
firefighters to Green Lantern and Superman were discussed but also 

the other heroes, moms, dads, grandparents and anyone else who 

has made a difference in their lives.    

During the final week, all the kids were brought together in Schoolcraft.  Stories, movies and crafts filled their time 
along with just good ole fashion outside play time filled the last week. The final event 

held on August 5 was at the Ken Krum Center with .Ms.      And the seeing eye dog 
_____, Police OfficerðLarry Weer, and retired Teacher and very active Volunteer Virginia 

Shaw. 

Thank you to all of our volunteers who 
participated throughout the sessions and 

for the finale.  

IMPACT: Volunteers who spend time 
with the children teaching new skills 
and enjoy learning about their lives.  

IMPACT:  Kids coming together to 
make friends, and learn how to impact 
their lives and their community  

Childrenõs Summer Recreation Finishes with a POW! 
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South County News & Events 

 

 
 

 
Despite the heat and a quick change in venue, the second annual SCCS fundraising auction was held on 
July 21st and was a roaring success.  Fundraising chair Pat Oswalt and her committee did a wonderful job 
of preparing, soliciting the great donations from artwork, to sports memorabilia, memberships, vacations 
and evenings out.  Lee Smittendorf provided the auctioneer entertainment, WWMT sports announcer Andy 
Pepper joined us as our celebrity bar tender and a delightful meal was prepared by Apple Knockers.  While 
the original plan was to hold the event at Angels Crossing, the heat made it impossible.  A special thanks 
goes out to Jeff and his staff at Angels Crossing, and the staff at St. Martins Catholic Church for all of their 
patience and assistance with the quick change.  While we continue to add and subtract, it appears that ap-
proximately $10,000.00 was raised  

SCCS Annual Auction  

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR 

DONORS 

Angels Crossing/Village of Vicksburg 

Walt Disney World 

Bubs Foundation 

Helens Art House 

Gordon and Bonnie Oswalt 

Scott Oswalt 

Bravo! 

Pure Michigan 

Natural Health Food Center 

Jungle Joeôs 

Camelot Service Co. 

Vicki Bell 

States Golf Course 

PineView Golf Course 

Dick and Nancy Rafferty 

Dave Middleton 

The Barn Theatre 

Kurt Wiley 

Great Lake Shipping Co. 

Cindy Krill 

Little Caesars 

Billie Hayward 

The Detroit Lions 

Jean Philport 

Liz and Jack Page 

Schnauzers 

Miller Auditorium,  The Civic 

The New Vic Thearte 

Kalsee Credit Union 

The Grand Hotel 

T.J. Duckett & Teresa & Gaylon VanStratt 

Imperial Beverage 

Kevin VanDam 

Marti Moore 

Norma Suess 

Key Blooms 

Canneys Water Conditioning 

Scott Plankenhorn 

The Beacon Club 

Tom Temple 

Helen Kleczynski 

Blue Chip Casino 

Do I hear a GREAT Success?  SOLD! 

Mike Hardy 

Sculptors 

Janet Davis 

Turn 2 Foundation 

Schulers 

Vicksburg Family Doctors 

Coco 

Right Way Rental 

Scott Plankenhorn 

Leslie and Geoff Perkins 

Therese Dean 

Andy Pepper, Dan Pryson and 

Kathy McCormick  are all smiles as 

they  serve beverages. 
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Upcoming Day Trips  

News For South County Seniors 

August                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Tuesday, August 23rd: Shipshewana Shopping (Downtown 

or Flea Market), Buggy Ride & Lunch at  Essenhaus.  $40 

includes bus trip, snacks and buggy ride. Lunch cost is on 

your own. 

September                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Wednesday, September 21st: Guys & Dolls  at Theatre at 

the Center in Indiana and lunch before the show.                                                             

$88 includes bus trip, snacks, lunch and matinee show. 
 

October                                                                                                                                                                                       

Friday, October 28th: Cornwall s Turkeyville  

Murder Mystery Comedy $60 includes  bus trip, lunch and 

matinee show. 
 

November                                                                                                                                                                                

Wednesday, November 9th: The Sound of Music  at Drury 

Lane Theatre. $85 includes bus trip, snacks and show. 

Lunch cost is on your own. 

Please call SCCS at 649-2901 for more information or to 

make your reservation. 

Hours of Meal Coupon 

Distribution  

Vicksburg ð Mondays 10:00 -11:30 am 
Thursdays 1:30-3:00 am 

Scotts ð 2nd Tues 6 -8pm 
Schoolcraft Community Center ð 4th 

Thurs 10 ð 10:30 am 
Cedar Park Apartments ð 4th Thurs 

 

 

   

Join us for good food,                            

fun & fellowship!  

 Out to breakfast:  

1st Fridays of the month at 

9:00 AM   

Out to lunch: 3rd Fridays of 

the month at Noon  

Please call 649 -2901  

by Wednesday prior  

to Fridayôs meal to  

sign up!  

 

 

Need Food? 

The economy has been tough on  

everyone, especially seniors living on fixed incomes. 

At SCCS we have food assistance options that will help 

you stretch your budget farther.   

Please call  649-2901 to set up an appointment.  

Out to Eat Dining Club  
August  

Aug. 5 th Breakfast @East Egg  

(Crossroads Mall) 

Aug. 19 th  Lunch @ Applebeeôs,  

Westnedge 

September  

Sept.2 nd  Breakfast @Theo&Stacyôs, 

Portage Rd. 

Sept. 23 rd  Lunch @Ming Dynasty 

(Chinese), Westnedge 

October  Oct.7 th  Breakfast @Oasis 

(Three Rivers) 

Coffee & Rolls Thursday 

mornings 9:00 at Schoolcraft 

Community Center make new 

friends, & greet the old!  

$1 donation 
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SCCS Mini -bus Shopping -  Offered bi-weekly, you must register 1 

weeks prior, and have your $3 bus fee paid.  All Trips will leave SCCS @10:30 
and arrive back by 2:30!  We will switch up our shopping destinations every 
week, keeping in mind that we will visit a grocery store at least 1 time per 
month!  Seating is limited, so don’t wait sign up today!  Suggestions are al-
ways welcome!  Cancelation Policy Mini-bus NO refunds will be given the 
week of the scheduled trip.  Cancellations can affect the trip, and could result 
in the cancellation of the trip. Pick-ups may be arranged if possible! 

Casino Bus TRIPS: Monthly Casino Trips depart @ 10:30 Check the calendar 

for monthly destination $30! 

A few basic tips about coupon-

ing.  If you want to join the 

club, plan to attend the next 

session. 

CLASS HELD AT: South 

County Community  

Services  101 S. Main Street.  

Vicksburg, MI   

Registration fee:  $25 per per-
son/couple in same house-

hold, which is paid when you 
check-in for the class. Regis-
tration fee covers a “power 

packed” 2-hour class that pro-
vides you with a reference 
booklet, tips, coupons and 

access for the first 6 weeks to 
our club website ($5 per 

month to continue).  We will 
share the secrets of shopping 
with coupons in an effective & 

ethical way. 

 BRING AN ITEM TO  

DONATE TO THE SCCS FOOD 
PANTRY & ENTER TO WIN 

PRIZES! 

( SOUP )  

We have fresh produce from our Pantry Garden!  Volun-
teers from the South County Garden Network and South 
County Community Services have worked hard to bring 
this to our agency!   

If you are interested in volunteering (and receiving 
some produce for your effort!) please call Lauren at 
(269) 649-2901 for this fantastic opportunity! 

COME IN AND MEET OUR AWSOME  NEW 
STAFF 

The hardworking staff at SCCS has the best staff 
EVER!  Three new faces are here to meet and 
greet! 

Lisa Hull is the new face that you will see as 
soon as you come in the office.  Lisa has taken 
the position of Executive Assistant and is ex-
cited to meet everyone.  Even though she has 
been working with us in a volunteer position 
for over a year,  she is eager and excited for the 
new challenges that she faces.  Lisa  grew up in 
Schoolcraft and is happy to be staying in famil-
iar territory 

Heidi Taylor Powell is our new Community 
Events Coordinator and  has so many new 
things planned that its hard to keep up!  Heidi 
has years of experience working with the com-
munity, has loads of energy and is creative be-
yond words.  Heidi is also working closely with 
our senior population  to make sure that they 
have plenty to do!  Heidi, husband Joe and her 
three children are long time residents of Vicks-
burg. 

Kami Prince is the new Bookkeeper and works 
on Fridays at SCCS.  Kami brings a wealth of 
accounting experience and has non profit ex-
perience.  She and husband Duane also reside 
in the Vicksburg area. 

MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS  

Vicksburg High School 
Tailgate September 16th 
behind the football field 

Vicksburg Harvest Festival 

September 24th @ the His-
torical Village 
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South County News & Events 
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Michigan Fruit Orchards in Fennville Michigan near the Lake Michigan. 
 
They are the heart of the country's fruit belt. One visit here during the 
growing and harvest seasons will quickly show you why they are the 
best to visit for the best Michigan fruit available combined with an as-
sortment of family fun activities.  
 
“Our goal at Crane Orchards & Crane's Pie Pantry Restaurant is to offer 
our customers, great fun, the best Michigan fruit, great food and last-
ing memories. That’s what Crane Orchards has always been .” 

  
You can’t BEAT Tuesday Night JAMMIN’ at Scott’s Community Center!  Each week 25-45 different local musi-

cians perform! If you just want to sit back and enjoy the music and great company, that is fine; or join in the 

dancing, everything from the Two-Step, Texas Swing, Waltz, Square Dancing, and even some Line Dancing!  

Grab some dinner at the concession stand, the homemade pie is always a HIT, and changes weekly!  5:30-8:30 

Every Tues. Admission is a DONATION, which is used to maintain the Scott’s Community 

Center.  Come on out to the JAMMIN’ you won’t be disappointed! 

Tommy Gunõs Garage  CHICAGOôS LONGEST RUNNING AUDIENCE  
                                  INTERACTIVE DINNER SHOW !    

 Interactive “Speakeasy” that offers a musical comedy review wit da gangsters, da flappers and 
YOU!!!!!(uh, dat’s audience participation).  After a delicious sit-down dinner, join “Vito”, 
“Gloves”,  and da “gangsters” and da “flappers” for non-stop comedy and dangerous fun.   You 

will be transported back to da 1920’s complete wit da boss’s 1928 Model “A” Ford, Roar-

Community POTLUCKS -Enjoy some delicious homemade food, and great fellowship. You need to bring a dish to 

pass ( enough for six people )  & your own table services. $1 Fee covers beverage and paper products. ( F amily POT-

LUCKS, bring enough for your family plus 4 more. We will provide the dessert )  

 

August 22nd Potluck @11:30    

 

Grocery BINGO -All you LUCKY DUCKS out there, come test your luck at BINGO.  You will 

enjoy an Hour of games, groceries, and witty commentary!  Cover ALL winner will receive a 

BAG of groceries!  Hosted by Absolute Homecare.   

Wednesday- September 14th at 11:30-12:30, Wednesday-October 12th at 11:30-12:30 

September 19th Potluck @11:30    

October 17th FAMILY POTLUCK @6:00
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Just For Fun... 

Zucchini Casserole 

3 large zucchini (cubed with peel on) 

1 large onion, peeled and chopped 

16 oz. shredded cheese 

1 can cream of celery soup 

2 eggs (beaten) 

2 tablespoons mayonnaise 

2 tablespoons sugar 

3 cups bread crumbs 

1 stick butter, melted 

Cook zucchini and onion in enough 

salted water to cover, just until slightly 

tender.  

Drain and add next 5 ingredients and 

mix well. Pour 1/2 into 15x11x2 casse-

role. Stir butter into bread crumbs and 

sprinkle 1/2 on first layer of zucchini 

mixture.  

Repeat layers.  

Bake at 350°F for 35 to 45 minutes 

Easy Microwave Apple Jam  

2 med. apples, cored and peeled 

1 1/2 c. sugar 

1 tsp. lemon juice 

Combine apples and sugar in medium bowl. Mi-

crowave at High (100%) until apples are tender 3 

to 5 minutes. Beat softened apple mixture with 

electric mixer until well blended.  

Microwave at High (100%) until mixture is 

slightly thickened, 3 to 4 minutes, stirring once 

during cooking time, stir in lemon juice. Pour 

into prepared jars; seal and refrigerator. Makes 1 

to 1 1/2 cups.  

Canning and Cook-
ing Classes 

Coming in August 

Community wide 

classes for everyone 

wanting to learn how to 

stretch their garden 

treats. 

Sign up early for classes 

on canning tomatoes, 

making salsa, and how 

to cook from the gar-

den.  Tentative dates for 

Classes: 

August  18, 5:30 pm:                                            

Cooking from the 

Garden 

August 25, 5:30 pm:                                            

Making Salsa! 

Coming in Septem-

ber   

Canning Tomatoes  

SCCS is asking for a 

monetary donation 

to attend the classes. 

 
 

   CLIP, DIP, & SIP - Couponing at its finest, come join us for our monthly 

Couponing Club.  Bring all the coupons you can find (I’m sure someone can 
use them) something cold to drink, and we will provide the DIP.  Share your 
latest bargains, and swap with other couponers.  Michigan Coupon Club Guar-
antees you to save 50% on your grocery bill!! $2 fee, & a food item for 
our community pantry. Sept. 22,&Oct.13 @6:00.                 

Forked Eyeballs                                          
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Volunteer Spotlight  

Welcome to South 

Countyôs ñVolunteer 

Spotlightò. Each quar-

ter, we will introduce 

you to a SCCS volun-

teer and the role they 

play here. 

In this edition, we 

would like you to meet   

Pat Oswalt  . 

Pat is a long time 

member of the SCCS Board of Directors and 

chairperson of the fundraising committee.  She 

and husband Bill are well known in the commu-

nity for their dedication and hard work with sev-

eral area groups. 

In her free time Pat loves to cheer on the Michi-

gan State Spartans and relax at their vacation 

home in Northern Michigan.  Thanks Pat for all 

that you do!                                                                                                                                    

News For South County  

South County would like to 

thank all of you for your finan-
cial contributions to help us 

during this time of such great 
need.  

Donôt forget!  United Way cam-
paign time is about to begin.   South County 
Community Services is funded partially 
through United Way 

 

 

 

 

 

In Loving Memory of  

Kevin A. McManus  

He brought in sunshine with his jokes and his singing to 
the Chicken Dance.  Kevin spent hours with us at SCCS 
and was one of our family.  He always had world news to 
share with everyone and experienced life to itsô fullest. 
Kevin and his family had a summer picnic on Barton 
Lake every year  for his SCCS friends and family. 

Kevin had a zest for life and accomplished much, gradu-
ating from Kalamazoo Central and attending Pine Lake 
State Technical School. 

Our hearts and hugs go out to John and Colleen 
McManus, sister Shannon and brother Shane.  Kevin will 
always hold a special place in our hearts. 

SCCS Wish List  

Personal Care 

Itemsñ 

Soap, shampoo, tooth-

paste, womanõs and 

menõs  

deodorant 

Toilet Paper & Paper 

Towels 

Feminine Hygiene 

Items 

Plastic & Foil Wrap 

Plastic Storage Bags 

Baby Shampoo 

Disposable Razors and 

Cream 

Spaghetti Sauce 

Tomato Sauce 

Canned Chicken  

and Tuna 

Canned Vegetables 

Main Dish Mixes 

Crackers 

Juice 

Laundry Soap 

Meat 

Peanut Butter 

Produce 

Pasta 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Cereal 

Programs, Office, 

Events 

Gas Grill 

Working Computers 

Dishcloths,  

Dishtowels 

Heavy Duty Paper 

Punch 

THE CUPBOARDS ARE BARE! 

SOUTH COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES IS 

SERVING ANYWHERE FROM NINE TO 18 FAMI-

LIES ON AN AVERAGE WEEK.  FAMILIES ARE 

ELIGIBLE FOR EMERGENCY FOOD ASSIS-

TANCE ONCE PER MONTH AND MAKE AP-

POINTMENTS BY CALLING A COUNTYWIDE 

DATA BASE TO AVOID DUPLICATION OF SER-

VICES.AS YOU ARE DOING YOUR GROCERY 

SHOPPING, CONSIDER DONATING YOUR BUY 

ONE “GET ONE FREE” PRODUCT TO THE SCCS 

FOOD PANTRY 
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South County Sampler Donation Form  

The Sampler is a FREE publication, but your financial donations are appreciated!                                                                                

Use this form to change your address, donate to SCCS, or have a Sampler sent to a friend. Please print clearly!!  

Please check all that apply 

___ I would like to make a donation of: $__________ 

___ Please send to a friend 

___ I have a change of information: 

 Name __________________________________________ Phone __________________________ 

 Mailing Address ___________________________________________________________________ 

 City/State _______________________________________Township ________________________ 

 Zip Code _________________________________ Spouseõs Name __________________________ 

 My email: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to:                                         

South County Community Services, or SCCS                        

Attn: Newsletter Donations                                                      

101 South Main St.      Vicksburg, MI 49097 

 

 
South County Community Services programs,                     

activities and materials are open to all without                   

regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, 

age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, 

marital status or family status 


